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Past, Present and Future 

    



History 

 
In 1931, Gloucestershire Airport began life as Down Hatherley airfield, on a site 
adjacent to its present location. The Westgate Motor Company of Gloucester set 
up a dealership for de Havilland Moth aircraft and demonstrated them from this 
site. In the same year, The Cotswold Aero Club was formed and still operates to 
this day. 

 
In 1936, showing considerable 
foresight, the joint Councils of 
Cheltenham and Gloucester purchased 
the present airport's land on the other 
side of the Cheltenham Road and the 
beginnings of the airport we have 
today were constructed. The new 
airport was named Staverton. During 
World War Two, Staverton served as 
an RAF training base and during the 
1940s flying pioneer Sir Alan Cobham 
helped developed in-flight refuelling 
here. 

  

In the post war years, Staverton 
flourished in the General Aviation role. 
It was a popular club and business 
airfield. For many years Smiths 
Industries based their flying test bed 
aircraft at the airport - a Vickers 
Varsity initially, then later a Hawker 
Siddeley 748. 

   

Destinations such the Channel Islands, Dublin and the Isle of Man were also 
serviced by scheduled flights, operated by regional airliners including the DC3, 
Herald, Viscount and Shorts 3-60.  During the 1960s and 70s, the airport became 
the home of the Skyfame Museum. This was one of the first museums in Britain 
to dedicate itself to the preservation of Second World War aircraft. Some of its 
aircraft were flyable and the annual Skyfame air display was one of the great 
highlights of the airport calendar. 

 

In the 1990s, the airport became an important helicopter centre, with Police 
Aviation Services and Bond Air Services establishing their headquarters here. 

 

      

   



In 1993, Staverton was renamed Gloucestershire Airport to reflect its increasing 
prominence as the business aviation centre for the County. Today it is a thriving 
business and recreational airport handling around 85,000 movements each year. 
Its location, facilities and four runways provide the perfect site for aircraft from 
the Tiger Moth to the ATR42 and the PA-28 to the Dassault Falcon. 

 

    

 

  

  

Heritage 
Gloucestershire Airport is at the heart of an important heritage centre for British 
aviation. During the First World War, HH Martyn first produced military aircraft in 
nearby Cheltenham Spa and in 1917 his company became the Gloucestershire 
Aircraft Company Ltd. This was soon relocated to Brockworth and its name 
shortened to Gloster.  

   

Gloster manufactured many legendary aircraft, including the Gladiator, the 
Whittle-Engine E28 (the first jet aircraft to fly in Britain), the Meteor jet fighter 
and the delta wing Javelin all weather fighter. We are fortunate to have a rare 
and fine example of the Javelin on display at our Airport. 

  

Sir George Dowty developed his unique internally sprung wheel here, which was 
fitted to the Gloster Gladiator. Over 70 years later, Messier Dowty and Dowty 
Rotol, the descendants of his famous company, are still at the Airport, building 
landing gear and propellers for world markets. Cheltenham is also the birthplace 
of such figures as Sir Frederick Handley Page and Sir Arthur (Bomber) Harris. 



The Airport today 
Gloucestershire Airport is a Limited Company, established in 1993. The Company 
has a 999 year lease on the 400 acre site and manages both the commercial and 
aviation related activities. It is jointly owned by Gloucester City and Cheltenham 
Borough Councils, who each have a 50% shareholding and appoint 3 Non-
Executive Directors to its Board.    

Gloucestershire Airport Ltd trades as a normal, profit making business. Far from 
receiving Council Tax support, it actually contributes directly to the income of its 
Local Authority shareholders. It does this by paying both a proportion of its 
operational property rental income and an annual dividend. It employs 45 people 
and has an annual turnover of around £4m.  

The Airport has seen a significant transformation in recent years, with a number 
of important improvements to buildings and the facilities on offer. It now presents 
a far more professional, clean and efficient image than was the case 10 years 
ago.  

The Airport is an important 
focus for aviation-related 
employment activity in 
Gloucestershire.  Within the 
Airport, the existing built up 
area, known as South East 
Camp, currently contains 
around 40 firms. Almost all of 
these are aviation related 
businesses or provide support 
and ancillary services. These 
support over 550 jobs 
including a range of highly 
skilled professionals.  A 
recent census of the 
businesses on site showed asset holdings in excess of £1.5bn, annual turnover in 
excess of £150m and planned investment of £10m.  

On the north side of the Airport is the Meteor Business Park industrial estate is 
fully occupied and contains a range of companies, employing some 2,500 people, 
including large aviation-related firms such as Messier-Dowty/GE. The latter does 
not require runway access but has indicated it would like to make greater use of 
the Airport for business flights.  

Around 160 aircraft are permanently based at the Airport, ranging from single-
seat micro-lights to multi-million dollar Executive Jets.  Approximately 40 Air 
Ambulance and Police helicopters, serving around 75% of the UK s forces, are 
operated by home-based companies and rotate through the Airport on a regular 
basis for maintenance and training. 

It s not just all about business. In a region rich in aviation heritage and with 
strong aerospace industry connections, it is not surprising that recreational, 
private flying is a popular pastime. Aviation-related activities, such as pleasure 
flights, trial lessons etc. are immensely popular and a strong revenue source for 
the resident operators. Ancillary services, such as the café and pilot shop are well 
utilised by the public.  

 



In September 2007, Manx2 began scheduled passenger services from the Airport 
to the Isle of Man, Jersey and Belfast City, with a 19 -seat turboprop aircraft.  
Free parking, rapid check - in and friendly, efficient service are making these 
services immen sely popular with local people. Over 40 000 passengers have used 
the services since its launch .   


