7 September 2007

Flood Crisis Thank You

At the Gloucestershire Airport Consultative Committee meeting held on 23rd August 2007 - the committee unanimously agreed that, on behalf of the local communities and business’s that they represent, they would like to express their sincere gratitude to the Gloucestershire Airport staff for their unstinting work during the July flood crisis.

Only a small team but for the first five days -

The Airport Fire Crew kept the refuelling facilities available 24 hours a day for the RAF, Coastguard, Police and Air Ambulance helicopters engaged on rescue operations ensuring they were back in the air in a matter of minutes.

Air Traffic Control acted as the liaison between the Rescue Co-ordination Centre and the various helicopters on, initially, rescue missions and then subsequently relief flights.

Other staff were there helping the rescued brought to the airport with everything from teas, coffees and transport to replacement reading glasses, socks and shoes and good old fashioned tlc.

The Aviator restaurant provided food and drink for victims, staff and aircrew throughout.

There is little or no doubt that the close proximity and central location of Gloucestershire Airport to the crisis hit area enabled the rescue operations to be carried out with minimal delay. With the nearest alternatives offering the same facilities being Birmingham or Brize Norton, some thirty/forty minutes away, lives were probably saved as a result.

A Very Big Thank You to you all for your efforts and hard work.

The Airport did go on to provide further invaluable support by handing over a significant portion of the airfield to Severn Trent Water to set up a distribution centre for the several hundred vehicles involved in keeping the drinking water supplies going. These vehicles were coming from all over the Country loading and unloading 24 hours a day. Again the central location, proximity to the motorway and space available made Gloucestershire Airport the ideal location.

Jennie Lyons

Chairman & on behalf of Gloucestershire Airport Consultative Committee.

