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GLOUCESTERSHIRE AIRPORT SUPPORT TO RAF SEARCH AND RESCUE FORCE
DURING GLOUCESTER FLOODING - JULY 2007

’DQ&/ "/lf n:)o.\ ’

Between 25 and 29 July 2007, the RAF Search and Rescue (SAR) Force deployed seven
Sea King helicopters to Gloucester in support of flood relief operations. This operation
was, from a SAR perspective, very successful and almost 200 people were either rescued
from the floodwaters or assisted by helicopters. This success was in no small part due to
the contribution made by Gloucestershire Airport. Despite the fact that the runway was
under water, airport staff kept facilities open, providing air traffic control, refuelling for the
aircraft and refreshments for the crews well beyond normal airport operating hours. All
those involved commented on the good humour and willingness of airport staff and on how
difficult helicopter operations would have been had Gloucestershire airport not been
available.

Please accept my sincere thanks for the efforts of your staff, whose efforts contributed
significantly to the success of SAR operations.

S N GARDEN
'Group Captain
RAF SARF Commander




